DUTY READY

 UPGRADED RRA
LAR-15 A4 5.56mm

Get your AR fit for duty with new breed

accessories that give a performance plus!

By David Kenik

s originally introduced, the venerable
A A1/A2 configuration of the AR15/M16

features a fixed buttstock, integral
carry handle, plastic

handguard and an
A-frame front sight.
The recent surge in
the popularity of op-
tics have made the
A4 flat-top variant
popular with civilian,
police and military
operators alike.

The use of Pica-

—

1) Here’s the origi-
nal A4 configuration.
Handguards, gas
block and stock are
all to be updated.

2) All the tools need-
ed are available at
Brownells. (Right to
left) Buttstock tool,

®

armorers wrench,

lower receiver block, upper receiver block with insert (top)
and handguard removal tool. 3) The RRA LAR-15 A4 carbine is
shown after adding a CTR collapsible stock, MIAD pistol grip
and ladder rails by Magpul, a quad rail and folding front sight
by Samson Manufacturing and an ARMS 40 folding rear sight.

tinny railed hand-
guards has dramatically increased with the
proliferation of mission-specific accesso-
ries, such as forward vertical grips, lights,
lasers and night-vision equipment. M4 car-
bines made collapsible stocks all the rage,
and for good reason. But what do you do if
your AR is evolutionarily challenged?

Getting your rifle “street ready” is
easier than you think. Changing out
handguards, gas blocks and stocks
is just a matter of swapping out a few
components. However, novices who do
not possess the proper tools and skills
should not attempt to remove their gas
system, install a free-floating handguard,
and then reinstall the gas system.

My conversion began with a Rock River
Arms LAR-15 A4. | chose RRA for their

reputation for building
quality equipment, as
evidenced by their re-
cent DEA contract. That
award alone confirms
that RRA builds 'em

rugged enough for the
demands of law enforcement and military.
The first step in the conversion will be
to replace the standard handguards with a
free-floating quad rail system. With Pica-
tinny rails surrounding the barrel on four
sides, multiple devices can be mounted
singularly or in tandem for almost an
unlimited choice of mission-adaptable
configurations.
There are many good quad rails out
there, both in the free-floating (no barrel

contact) and non-free-floating design. The
advantage of a free-floating design is that
the rail is not touching the barrel at any
point, which eliminates barrel movement
caused by pressure against the rail. While
the pressure exerted on the barrel may
seem miniscule, it certainly will affect
point-of-impact and group size for preci-
sion shooting.

| chose Samson Manufacturing's
Modular Railed Forend (MRFS) for its

1) Brownells
handguard
removal
tool lets
you do it
by yourself.

2) Make sure to also remove the flash or muzzle brake.
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