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OPTICS TEST

By David Kenik

T he popularity of red dot sights
has exploded in recent years
and for good reason. For close
quarters engagements there is no
faster sighting system. A red dot sight
uses just a single dot as an aiming
point that’s placed on the target. Not
having to align the rear sight to the
front sight simplifies target acquisition
and dramatically reduces the time it
takes to aim. Additionally, the aiming
dot of a red dot sight does not need to
be centered in the optic, which means
a proper cheek weld is not needed.
Regardless of where the aiming dot

is within the site, it will impact on the
target where the dot indicates.

The red dot marketplace has a fairly
large number of manufacturers offering
a wide variety of sights, each with
different features and capabilities. To
help find the sight that'’s right for you,
we looked at five of the most popular
sights to discover each one’s unique
capabilities and attributes.

L-3 EOTech

The L-3 EQOTech line of red dot
sights are easily recognized by their
unique and highly functional reticle.
Rather than the typical single dot, L-3
EOTech uses a 1 MOA dot surrounded
by a 65 MOA ring. The small single dot
is very useful for precision shooting,
and when combined with the larger
ring, the reticle offers very fast close
quarters target acquisition.

Unlike many other manufacturers
that use LEDs to create the aiming
dot, L-3 EOTech advanced the
used of holography to project its
reticle on the viewing window with
the same technology used to make
heads-up displays (HUDs) for the
military. Designed for law enforcement
and the military, L-3 EOTech sights
are reinforced with a metal shield
surrounding the viewing window for
increased durability. Additionally, all
electronics are fully encapsulated in
a shock-absorbing resin compound.

RED DOT
ROUNDUP

Get on target fastest, be a CQB sureshot!

All controls are flush to the housing
with no protruding knobs, battery
compartments or mounting rings to
block vision around the sight, which
aids two-eyes-open shooting.

The reticle is activated by a single
push of either the “up” or “down”
push-button switches. There are
20 brightness settings allowing the
operator to customize the reticle
brightness to the existing lighting
conditions. To avoid accidental
deactivation, both push-button
switches need to be pushed
simultaneously to turn the unit off. To
save battery life, the auto-off feature
will turn the sight off 8 hours after the
last push-button control is used and
or will turn itself off after 4 hours if the
sight is turned on by depressing the
“down” button.

L-3 EOTech offers several models
including a choice that’s night
vision compatible and there are
different battery options including
AA and N sizes. Standard batteries
offer about 200 hours of operation
and lithium batteries provide
about 1100 hours. The sights are

The L-3 EOTech (top right) is stream-
lined in profile. (Above) Brightness
controls, which also activate and turn
off the L-3 EQTech, are located at the
rear. Shown with L-3 EOTech integrat-
ed rail mount. (Right) EOTech'’s reticle.

waterproof to either 10 or 33 feet,
depending on model.

Mounting is accomplished with a
built-in dovetail clamp for a Picatinny
rail or by a quick release rail by third
party manufacturers. Windage and
elevation are adjusted on the right
side of the sight with a screwdriver
or coins. Adjustment clicks are in 1/2
MOA increments.

| prefer the models that utilize the
AA batteries because they can be
purchased almost anywhere. If you
have other equipment that use N-style
batteries you may want to use them in
the L-3 EOTech for commonality.

The range proved that L-3 EOTech'’s
unique reticle does make target
acquisition fast and easy since you
can center both the center dot and
large ring on the target. The 1 MOA
center dot makes shooting out to 100
yards a breeze.

| definitely like L-3 EOTech’s
streamlined profile. With two eyes
open, it’s easy to see around the
sight—almost as if it was not there.

Aimpoint

Aimpoint builds the classic design
red dot sight, a tube with a single
red dot. While the design may seem
rudimentary, its execution is what







