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he AR weapons family is, for
the most part, unchanged
from when it was first intro-
duced to the military during
Vietnam. There have been dramatic
changes in configuration, but the
main operational concepts and
engineering remain the same.
While ARs are beloved for their
ergonomics and adaptability, their
detractors take issue with their
reliability. To perform properly, the
rifles must be kept on a steady
cleaning regimen. While that may

seem obvious, as all machines
require maintenance, the direct-
impingement gas system is
blamed for increasing reliability
problems by fouling the rifle's
chamber with dirty gas.
Leitner-Wise Rifle Company set
out to change all of that with a pis-
ton gas system. As with most peo-
ple to whom I mentioned Leitner-
Wise, youre probably saying to
yourself, “Who?” The former
Leitner-Wise Rifle Company, now
doing business as LWRC, is a
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Virginia-based AR manufacturer
whose product design, capabili-
ties and manufacturing quality
now set it apart.

Under new leadership, and with
the previous owner completely
bought out, the reenergized com-
pany has moved into a new 12,500-
square-foot manufacturing facility,
enabling it to increase production
to up to 3,000 rifles a month.

Previously manufacturing spe-
cialty ARs and accessories, IWRC’s
first weapon was a .499-caliber AR
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