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The author’s last-ditch
weapon is an AR, but
it’s anything hut typical.
%, ByDavid Kenik

ordinarily don’t capitulate
when titling a magazine arti-
cle. When the idea for this

article came up, several
options came to mind. The title
“Katrina Rifle” was actually the
first that 1 thought of, as the New
Orleans disaster was the motiva-
tion for the article, but I thought it
might be a little too brazen. I also
envisioned “Personal-Defense
Rifle,” “Go-To Gun” and “Disaster
Rifle"—with the latter being the
most probable choice. Alas, I
decided to stick with “Katrina
Rifle” because readers would
instantly recognize the purpose
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of the gun and the dire circum-
stances that it symbolizes.

Hurricane Katrina was not
merely a natural disaster. It
unleashed the worst elements of
human behavior and summoned
a monumental failure of govern-
ment. Looters had free reign.
Rapists ran amok. Murderers
were unfettered. The good citi-
zens of New Orleans were left to
fend for themselves. While some
citizens had weapons, most were
unprepared for the rapid degra-
dation of polite society.

The situation brings to mind a
quote [ heard from Tom Givens of

Rangemaster. When asked why he
carries a handgun, he replied, “I
carry a handgun when I absolute-
ly, positively am 100 percent sure
that I am not going to get into a
gun fight. Otherwise I would
carry a rifle.” Riots and civil
unrest are the times to carry a
rifle.

Katrina is a rifle that T put
together as a personal-defense
weapon; it is my go-to gun. The
components were compiled for
their defensive capability, relia-
bility and flexibility. I didn’t just
throw on every accessory that I
could find; each component and
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