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precision long-range rifle

BY DAVID KENIK
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Designing the ultimate ¢ ' ‘
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his year I got bitten by a
bug. I know exactly which
bug it was, when and
where it happened. It was
the long-distance precision-shoot-
ing bug. I was on the 200-yard line
of the NRA Whittington Center’s
1,000-yard range in Raton, New
Mexico. It was the 10th shot of
Barrett’s Long gange Basics Class.

I was looking through the spot-
ting scope and saw a six-inch group
centered around the bullseye, and
that’s all it took—I was hooked.
Now, a three-MOA group may be
nothing to brag about in precision
shooting, and 200 yards could hard-
ly be considered long distance, but
that was my start. By the time the
class hit the 1,000-yard line 1 had
succumbed to the bug and decided
this would not be my last experi-
ence with this type of shooting.

Getting back home I remember
chuckling to myself about how
short my gun club’s 200-yard range
looked to me after shooting 1,000.

Frustrated at wanting to shoot
beyond 200 yards, I started asking
around and found that the closest
1,000-yard range was an eight-hour
drive each way. I did find, however,
a range within an hour and a half
that was 500 yards; it would suffice.
Problem Number One solved.

The next problem was the
instrument. I started doing some
research and educating myself on
shooting and equipment while log-
ging some time on a stock factory
rifle. With ongoing reading and
practice, a desire stirred for an
ultra-accurate rifle. I considered
dressing up and rebuilding my fac-
tory gun, but by the time I did all of
the modifications I found that it
would be simpler and probably less
expensive to start from scratch with
the exact components [ wanted.

Design Parameters
Defining my goal for the build

was probably the most difficult

decision, as all of the component
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choices would be based on the
type of shooting I was planning to
use the gun for, both in the imme-
diate and distant future. Besides
determining which caliber to use,
I needed to choose a barrel,
action, trigger and stock.

The gun was to be built for
100- to 500-yard precision shoot-
ing, as that was the maximum-
length range that was available to
me within a reasonable driving
distance. I wanted the rifle to be
portable, durable and capable of
the kind of multiple-shot, fast-
paced shooting that duty
weapons often find themselves
in, and it needed to shoot well
with factory ammo.

After extended consideration, |
concluded that .308 Winchester,
the 7.62mm NATO round, was my
optimal caliber choice for several
reasons: The caliber maintains
excellent terminal ballistics with-
in my 500-yard maximum shoot-
ing envelope; a vast array of high-
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