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What makes ARs so good? Ergonomics and the ahility to be customized.
By David Kenik
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The completed Bushmaster kit build is as striking in
appearance as it was fun to build.

The Bushmaster 6.8 markings let you know this combat
rifle means business.

hen you pick up an

AR, it just feels

right; it's not too

heavy, and it has
proper balance and a confident
overall feel to it. The angle of the
pistol grip is just right. The safety
selector, magazine release and
bolt catch are easy and quick to
reach. The charging handle is
centered and ambidextrous,
which aids its manipulation for
both right- and left-handed
shooters. It all adds up to a design
that'’s hard to beat.

An almost infinite amount of
options and accessories is what
makes the AR really shine. From
sights, handguards and pistol
grips to triggers and buttstocks,
the AR platform can be cus-
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tomized to fit the needs of every
shooter.

One of the best and least
expensive ways to get a custom
rifle is to build it yourself. It's not
as difficult as it may seem. Unlike
custom handguns, no gun-
smithing or special fitting is
needed. Just select the compo-
nents and assemble.

With the experience of a few
rifles under your belt, assembly
takes only about 30 to 45 minutes
and probably only twice that for a
first-timer. It's a great way to
learn how the rifles operate how
to make repairs if ever needed.

Let’s not forget that it's a great
money-saver, too. Not only will
you see the savings in the overall
cost, you can get the exact parts
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Yankee Hill Machine’s free-float rail is sturdy and easy
to install.

and accessories that you want
without having to pay for factory
parts that you don’t want from a
preassembled rifle.

Bushmaster offers a wide
range of rifles, but all of its mod-
els are also available in kit form.
You can buy a straight kit or cus-
tomize the parts list to get specif-
ic components. I started my build
with the Bushmaster A3 6.8 SPC
carbine in mind but with some
component changes. Rather than
the customary A-frame fixed sight
and gas block, I ordered a flattop
gas block so 1 can use flip-up
sights. [ prefer flip-up sights so I
can use red-dot optics without a
ghost image of the iron sight in
my view. Accordingly, | included
the A.R.M.S. 40 flip-up rear sight
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