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This piston-driven 6.8 SPC rifle could be a look into the future of

fighting guns. By David Kenik

he 2008 SHOT Show

hailed the introduction

of a new Barrett rifle, the

REC7, a piston-driven AR
chambered in 6.8 SPC. Replacing
the Barrett M468, the REC7Y
boasts increased durability and
reliability by substituting the hot,
dirty, direct-impingement gas
system with a clean, cool piston
system—the advantages of which
benefit military, law enforcement
and private citizens alike.

Barrett history is one of inno-
vation. Barrett built its name and
reputation with the M82—the
first-ever commercially available
shoulder-fired .50 BMG semi-
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automatic rifle. Likewise, its M95
magazine-fed and M99 single-
shot bolt-action rifles were the
first commercially available guns
of their kind. Barrett invented its
416 cartridge and brought it to
the large-caliber market, with its
flat trajectory and superb accura-
cy. It comes as no surprise that
Barrett was the first company to
commercially embrace the 6.8
SPC cartridge.

The introduction of 6.8 SPC
(Special Purpose Cartridge) to the
market was borne from the desire
to increase the terminal ballistics
of the military’s current, rather
anemic 5.56mm round. With a
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bullet twice the weight of the 5.56
and traveling with a near identi-
cal muzzle velocity, the 6.8 SPC
brings a dramatic increase in
stopping power, especially at dis-
tance and when shooting through
intermediate barriers such as
walls, glass and vehicles.

Barrett became involved with
the development of a 6.8 AR rifle
at the request of some Special
Forces operators. The SF teams
have special purchasing ability
and can bypass normal procure-
ment procedures when needed.
However, development of the
new rifle was not without its
share of problems.
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